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Eli Lilly and Company Announces 2008 Lilly Reintegration Awards Recipients, 

Hosts Past Winners for Shared Learning Forum with Advocate Patty Duke
Awards Recognize Stellar Contributions and Achievements in 

Mental Health Rehabilitation and Recovery

INDIANAPOLIS, October 20, 2008 – Eli Lilly and Company (NYSE:LLY) announced on Friday the recipients of the 2008 Lilly Reintegration Awards. The awards, which Lilly established 12 years ago, recognize mental health professionals and individuals battling severe mental illness for their exceptional contributions and achievements. Specifically, the awards honor treatment teams, programs and services that assist those with severe mental illness as they re-enter the community, as well as individuals with bipolar disorder or schizophrenia who provide hope and support to their peers.

"Every year, we take great pride in recognizing the Lilly Reintegration Award honorees – their roles within the community are absolutely essential to ensuring that those with severe mental illness reach their fullest potential," said Deirdre Connelly, president, U.S. Operations, Eli Lilly and Company. 
Ralph Aquila, M.D., chairperson of the Awards committee agreed. “We apply the strictest standards in selecting those honored by this program. We now have a twelve-year history and a network of hundreds of key players in the delivery of our nation’s mental health services. Our goal is to honor their work and to add to their roster by only choosing individuals and programs that are similarly implementing strategic, progressive services for the mentally ill. If you look at this year’s honorees you will see innovative thinking and a results-oriented approach – we do not recognize old, staid, legacy programs – we are looking for true results and true reintegration,” Dr. Aquila said.

Dr. Aquila oversees the independent judging panel comprised of mental health professionals. The panel reviews the pool of applications and selects the honorees based on the scope and reach of programs, services and achievements. The recipients in each category receive grants to their particular programs to advance their success. First place recipients receive a $5,000 grant, and second place recipients receive a $2,500 grant. 

To celebrate the achievements of all past honorees and facilitate more sharing of best practices across the country, Lilly hosted a day-long forum for all past winners to learn from each other about public relations, fundraising, transitional employment and other topics. Actress, author and mental health advocate Patty Duke joined Dr. Aquila to host a luncheon profiling the 2008 winners and their success stories.

"Lilly sees so much value in the wisdom of the Reintegration Award winners that we couldn't pass up the chance to bring them all together to share their expertise," Connelly said. "The information shared within this group will touch the lives of so many as it's put to good use across the country."
The following is a complete list of the 2008 Lilly Reintegration Awards winners.

Treatment Team Awards 
Advocacy

1st place – Vincent House

Pinellas Park, Florida

Vincent House is a Clubhouse program of Van Gogh’s Palette, Inc., an organization that assists individuals recovering from mental illnesses as they work to improve social and vocational skills. Vincent House offers psychological and vocational rehabilitation by focusing on members’ strengths, talents and abilities rather than their disabilities. The program is divided into three units where members and staff work together to provide all Clubhouse services, including banking services, employment assistance and more. 

2nd place – NAMI Fort Wayne

Fort Wayne, Indiana

An affiliate of The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), NAMI Fort Wayne is dedicated to improving the lives of people living with serious and persistent mental illnesses. They offer hope and encouragement to individuals and families alike through their support programs, educational opportunities and ongoing advocacy efforts. 

Clinical Medicine

1st place – Marianne Emanuel, RN

New York, New York

For twenty years, Marianne Emanuel has been on the cutting edge of both psychiatric rehab and primary medical care. In the early 1990s, Ms. Emanuel was one of the first to gather research on her clients who, though battling severe mental illnesses and successfully reintegrating into the community, were also dealing with serious medical conditions. Ms. Emanuel was one of the first to document comorbidity statistics. Over the years, she has focused on helping her clients to develop living skills and resources, enabling them to address their recovery through psychiatric rehabilitation and overall wellness. 
Employment

1st place – Ralph Bilby

Phoenix, Arizona

In the minds of many, Ralph Bilby is considered the father of Transitional Employment. When he joined New York’s Fountain House (America’s first Clubhouse) more than 30 years ago, they already had an established Transitional Employment program but he grew it to include a variety of opportunities with sophisticated corporate employers in fields such as banking, publishing, law and media. Several years ago, he left Fountain House and joined the International Center for Clubhouse Development (ICCD), working around the world to develop and enhance employment programs in Europe, Japan, China, Korea and Australia.
Housing

1st place – Adventure House

Shelby, North Carolina

Established in 1986, Adventure House is an ICCD-sanctioned Clubhouse for adults battling serious mental illnesses. In 1989 it was chosen by the Mental Health Association of Cleveland County, North Carolina, to manage eleven apartments for adults living with mental illnesses. Through dedicated efforts, funds were raised to completely furnish the apartments, including new dishes, bed linens and towels. This was only the beginning for Adventure House; they then saved enough money to purchase, renovate and furnish a four-unit apartment building, providing housing to additional members. Today, Adventure House is the largest Clubhouse in the state, with 110 active members. 

Social Support

1st place – June Hunt

Dallas, Texas

Each night, thousands of people tune in their radios to listen to June Hunt’s live nationally syndicated radio show “Hope in the Night.” On the show, Ms. Hunt takes listeners calls and applies a Bible-based approach in helping them to address their issues. Often schizophrenia and bipolar disorder are the topics and her advice draws on the tenets of true reintegration -- stressing the importance of individuals connecting with the community for a sense of belonging, and encouraging personal accountability and responsibility. Perhaps most important, she does not quickly move from one caller to the next. Ms. Hunt sometimes spends 30 minutes or longer with the same caller -- offering advice, input and resources till the caller feels empowered to move forward with life.

Consumer Awards 
Achievement

1st place – Brooke Katz

Boston, Massachusetts

Throughout Brooke Katz’s life journey battling schizoaffective disorder, she has always had an acute empathy for others. It was this empathy that inspired her to begin reaching out to others and writing for online forums such as www.schizophrenia.com. Later, she established a mental health awareness group on her college campus and eventually became a speaker for the Massachusetts chapter of NAMI. While battling psychosis, she obtained her BSN, RN with honors and currently works full time as charge nurse at the Hebrew Rehabilitation Center in Boston, Massachusetts. Today, Ms. Katz is a student at Northeastern University working toward her Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner’s license.  

2nd place – Nuria Protopopescu

Port Jefferson, New York

At one time she was a resistant patient, but today Nuria Protopopescu proudly partners with her treatment team -- and their success is apparent. Ms. Protopopescu is currently working toward her PhD in Marine Science at Stony Brook University in New York. On campus she embraces teaching and tutoring chemistry students and takes great personal satisfaction in engaging with them. As a result of her dedication, both faculty and students joined in selecting Ms. Protopopescu for the President’s Award for Excellence in Teaching by a Graduate Student, an honor that is only granted to five individuals annually. 

Artistic Contribution

1st place – Carole Esk’ridge

Huntsville, Alabama

Since being diagnosed with schizophrenia in 1986, Carole Esk’ridge has been solidly dedicated her own reintegration. In 1991, she formed the Visionary Guild for Mentally Ill Artists (VGMIA), a nonprofit organization developed to fight stigma across the state of Alabama. The organization enables artists with mental illness to display their work and writings at public forums in prestigious locations, including the Governor’s mansion in Montgomery and the Alabama State Council on the Arts Gallery. The success of the organization’s 20 art shows led her to establish the Visionary Guild Gallery in June 2008. Today, Ms. Esk’ridge currently teaches art to home-schooled children and their mothers.

2nd place – Colleen Shoop

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

While battling bipolar disorder, Colleen Shoop began to teach herself to paint and learned that not only was she good at it, but it was key to saving her life. Soon she was booking an average of four art shows a year. Then in 2006, Ms. Shoop decided to use her talent to help others. She offered to organize an event with art, music, and poetry at the Grand Avenue Club (GAC), Milwaukee’s premier Clubhouse. Since that time she has worked at GAC as a volunteer, encouraging other artists and taking great pride in facilitating the exhibition of her fellow artists’ work. As a result of Ms. Shoop’s commitment, GAC is now an ongoing participant in Milwaukee’s Gallery Night and Day, the largest quarterly art event in the city.

Mentorship

1st place – Dawn Hope Shimp

Indianapolis, Indiana

Diagnosed with both schizoaffective disorder and post-traumatic stress disorder, in 1999 Dawn Hope Shimp took a giant step towards recovery and became a client of her local Assertive Community Treatment (ACT). As a client, she overcame the severe challenges of thought disorder and associated cognitive issues. Today, Ms. Shimp serves as an Advisory Board member of the ACT Center of Indiana and provides a consumer’s perspective on treatment policies for clients and families. She also works as a Research Assistant at the ACT Center and frequently speaks out about her experience in recovery and treatment. Ms. Shimp also facilitates a NAMI support program, leading up to 20 consumers in a bi-weekly discussion group.  

2nd place – Donna Macomber-Cassidy

Southbridge, Massachusetts

Donna Macomber-Cassidy battles schizoaffective disorder and is a dedicated staff member of the Tradewinds Clubhouse. In 1999, Ms. Macomber-Cassidy assumed a leadership position there as Program Coordinator, assisting the Director in overseeing unit development and staff training. She also guided the Clubhouse in its most recent ICCD Certification, taking the lead in writing the application that resulted in its three-year certification. She has presented at Clubhouse conferences and workshops across the northeast, providing insight and advice to colleagues with similar administrative challenges. Celebrating eleven years at Tradewinds, Ms. Macomber-Cassidy is held in high regard by staff and members alike.

About Eli Lilly and Company

Lilly, a leading innovation-driven corporation, is developing a growing portfolio of first-in-class and best-in-class pharmaceutical products by applying the latest research from its own worldwide laboratories and from collaborations with eminent scientific organizations. Headquartered in Indianapolis, Ind., Lilly provides answers – through medicines and information – for some of the world's most urgent medical needs. Additional information about Lilly is available at www.lilly.com.

Lilly is constantly seeking answers to the world’s most pressing health needs, but it can’t be done alone. Through www.lillyforbetterhealth.com, Lilly provides information about the health challenges facing our society and potential solutions for those challenges. Recognizing that these programs won’t solve every health problem that exists, Lilly hopes they demonstrate ways to improve patient care while at the same time potentially reducing health care costs without restricting a patient’s or physician’s access to medications.
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